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I/We claim: 



1 . ^method comprising : 

receiving ^ purchase request from a giver with an associated purchase amount; 

and 

determining v^^ether to satisfy the purchase request with a purchase or a gift 
substitution option. 

2. A method according to claim 1, further comprising satisfying the purchase 
request with the purchase. 

3. A method accor^ng to claim 1, further comprising refunding an excess 
from the purchase amount to the giver. 



4. A method according t<^ clai^fl^J^^^Jtther comprising providing an excess 
from the purchase amount to a recipien\ 



5. A method according to claim 1, further comprising providing an excess 
from the purchase amount as a partial satisfaction of another purchase request. 

6. A method according to claim l^ts^rther comprising satisfying the purchase 
request with the gift substitution option. 

7. A method according to claim 1, furtherVomprising including a coupon 
when satisfying the purchase request with the gift substitution option. 

8. A method according to claim 1, further comp\jsing satisfying the purchase 

request with purchase amounts from multiple givers. 
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9. A method according to claim 1, further comprising providing identities of 
established relatio^iship vendors to the giver, whereby the identities assist with the 
purchase request 

10. A method according to claim 1, further comprising collecting a gift 
amount from a recipientX whereby the gift amount assists the giver with the purchase 
request or the purchase amount. 

11. A method according to claim 1 , further comprising collecting a gift idea 
from a recipient, whereby thlf gift idea assists the giver with the purchase request or the 
purchase amount. 

12. A method according to claim 1 1 , wherein collecting the gift idea from a 
recipient is performed by a systerp tha1/Q.select/d from the group that includes: on-line 
systems; telecommunication systefps; in-store systems; in-locale systems; and kiosk 
systems. 

13. A method according to^aim 1, further comprising providing identities of 
established relationship vendors to a recipient, whereby the identities assist the recipient 
with a gift idea. 

14. A method according to claim M , further comprising applying the purchase 
amount as a partial satisfaction of the purchas^^equest. 

15. A method according to claim 1 , fuVther comprising adding purchase 
amounts from other givers to the purchase request. 
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1 6. A method according to claim 1 , further comprising accessing an electronic 
commerce system to receive the purchase amount. 

17. A mifthod according to claim 1, further comprising receiving the purchase 
amount. 

18. A methoS(l according to claim 1 , further comprising notifying a recipient of 
the purchase request. 

19. A method according to claim 1, further comprising notifying a recipient of 
a result of determining whethJ^r to satisfy the purchase request with the purchase or the 
gift substitution option. 



20. A method accordinkg to 
a recipient. 




further comprising providing a coupon to 



21. A method according ta claim 1 , further comprising providing the giver a 
token corresponding to the purchase reauest. 

22. A method according to clajpi 1, w^herein receiving the purchase request is 
performed by a system that is selected fromXthe group that includes: on-line systems; 
telecommunication systems; in-store systemsXin-locale systems; and kiosk systems. 

23. A method according to claim 1 , ^erein determining whether to satisfy 
the purchase request further comprises comparing \he purchase amount to a price 
corresponding to the purchase request. 
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24. A method according to claim 1 , wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the purchase requetet further comprises determining whether established vendors can 
satisfy the purchase request. 

25. A method according to claim 1 , wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the purchase request further comprises determining whether ad-hoc vendors can satisfy 
the purchase request. 

26. A method accoVding to claim 1 , wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the purchase request further corpprises making the purchase request or purchase amount 
available to vendors. 



27. A method according to claim 1, wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the purchase request further compris^ps providing the purchase request or purchase 
amount to vendors. 



providmi 

(V 



28. A method according to cl^im 1 , wherein the gift substitution option 
includes a cash option. 

29. A gift registry system compriTsing: 

a circuit to receive a purchase request ^om a giver with an associated purchase 
amount; and 

a circuit to determine whether to satisfy th^ purchase request with a purchase or a 
gift substitution option. 

30. Computer executable software code stared on a computer readable 

medium, the code for managing a gift registry, the code\comprising: 
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*Gode to receive a purchase request from a giver w^ith an associated purchase 
amount; anc 

code tbi determine whether to satisfy the purchase request with a purchase or a gift 
substitution optic 

31. A computer-readable medium having computer executable software code 
stored thereon, the coda for managing a gift registry, the code comprising: 

code to receive a p^urchase request from a giver with an associated purchase 
amount; and 

code to determine whe\her to satisfy the purchase request with a purchase or a gift 
substitution option. 

32. A programmed comppteyfer managing a gift registry, comprising: 
a memory having at least one ^gionfor storing computer executable program 

code; and 

a processor for executing the progr^ code stored in the memory; wherein the 
program code includes: 

code to receive a purchase reques^from a giver with an associated 
purchase amount; and 

code to determine whether to satisfy th^purchase request with a purchase 
or a gift substitution option. 

33. A method comprising: 

receiving a first purchase request from a first giver with\n associated first 
purchase amount; 
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"teceiving a second purchase request from a second giver with an associated 
second puVhase amount; and 

aggregating at least the first purchase amount and the second purchase amount to 
satisfy the first purchase request or the second purchase request. 

34. A method according to claim 33, further comprising determining whether 
to satisfy the first purchase request or the second purchase request with a purchase or a 
gift substitution optionX 

35. A method according to claim 34, further comprising notifying a recipient 
of a result of determining whe^ther to satisfy the first purchase request or the second 



36. A method accordingVo claim 34, wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the first purchase request or the second purchase request further comprises comparing the 
first or second purchase amount to a pri\e corresponding to the first or second purchase 
request. \ 

37. A method according to claim 34, wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the first purchase request or the second purchas^request further comprises determining 
whether established vendors can satisfy the first onsecond purchase request. 

38. A method according to claim 34, wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the first purchase request or the second purchase requestVurther comprises determining 
whether ad-hoc vendors can satisfy the first or second purchase request. 



purchase request with the purchase or-the g^ft substitution option. 
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39. A method according to claim 34, wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the first purchase request or the second purchase request fiarther comprises making the 
first or second purchase request or first or second purchase amount available to vendors. 

40. A method according to claim 34, wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the first purchase requestor the second purchase request further comprises providing the 
first or second purchase request or the first or second purchase amount to vendors. 

41. A method according to claim 34, wherein the gift substitution option 
includes a cash option. 

42. A method accordin^to claim 33, wherein the first purchase request and 
the second purchase request are subsrantially the same. 




43. A method according to claim j5, further comprising satisfying the first or 
second purchase request with a purchase. 

44. A method according to claim 3^, further comprising refunding an excess 
from the purchase amount to the giver. 

45. A method according to claim 33, furmer comprising providing an excess 
from the first or second purchase amount to a recipient 

46. A method according to claim 33, further comprising providing an excess 
from the first or second purchase amount as a partial satisfacri^on of another purchase 
request. 
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47. )k method according to claim 33, further comprising satisfying the first or 
second purchase request with a gift substitution option. 

48. A method according to claim 33, ftirther comprising including a coupon 
when satisfying the firet or second purchase request with a gift substitution option. 

49. A methoAaccording to claim 33, further comprising satisfying the first or 
second purchase request with purchase amounts from multiple givers. 

50. A method according to claim 33, further comprising providing identities 
of established relationship vendors to the first or second giver, whereby the identities 
assist with the first or second pWchase request. 

51. A method according to daiiV^ further comprising collecting a gift 
amount from a recipient, whereby me gift amount assists the first or second giver with the 
first or second purchase request or tnfe first or second purchase amount. 

52. A method according to claim 33, further comprising collecting a gift idea 
from a recipient, whereby the gift idea assists the first or second giver with the first or 
second purchase request or the first or second purchase amount. 

53. A method according to claim 5^ wherein collecting the gift idea from a 
recipient is performed by a system that is selecteci from the group that includes: on-line 
systems; telecommunication systems; in-store systei^s; in-locale systems; and kiosk 
systems. 
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54. \A method according to claim 33, further comprising providing identities 
of established relationship vendors to a recipient, whereby the identities assist the 
recipient with a gift Mea. 

55. A methoci according to claim 33, further comprising applying the first or 
second purchase amount as a partial satisfaction of the first or second purchase request. 

56. A method according to claim 33, further comprising adding purchase 
amounts from other givers to the first or second purchase request. 

57. A method according to claim 33, further comprising accessing an 
electronic commerce system to recajve the first or ^econd purchase amount. 

r. 

58. A method according to\;lai 
second purchase amount 




tiurther comprising receiving the first or 



59. A method according to claiir^ 33, further comprising notifying a recipient 
of the first or second purchase request. 

60. A method according to claim 33,\urther comprising providing a coupon to 
a recipient. 

61 . A method according to claim 33, further comprising providing the first or 
second giver a token corresponding to the first or second purchase request. 

62. A method according to claim 33, wherein receiving the first or second 
purchase request is performed by a system that is selected fron^the group that includes: 
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-line systems; telecommunication systems; in-store systems; in-locale systems; and 
kio3|c systems. 

53. A gift registry system comprising: 
a crtcuit to receive a first purchase request fi-om a first giver with an associated 
first purchaseVmount; 

a circuit to receive a second purchase request fi-om a second giver with an 
associated second purchase amount; and 

a circuit to aggregating at least the first purchase amount and the second purchase 
amount to satisfy the first purchase request or the second purchase request. 

64. Computer e^cutable software code stored on a computer readable 
medium, the code for managiJ^g a gm registrVthe code comprising: 

code to receive a first puVchas^quest from a first giver with an associated first 
purchase amount; and 

code to receive a second purcJ^ase request from a second giver with an associated 
second purchase amount; and 

code to aggregating at least the firk purchase amount and the second purchase 
amount to satisfy the first purchase request or the second purchase request. 

65. A computer-readable medium hawng computer executable software code 
stored thereon, the code for managing a gift registry^ the code comprising: 

code to receive a first purchase request from a ^jrst giver with an associated first 
purchase amount; and 
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3de to receive a second purchase request from a second giver with an associated 
second purMiase amount; and 

code t\ aggregating at least the first purchase amount and the second purchase 
amount to satisfV the first purchase request or the second purchase request. 

66. A programmed computer for managing a gift registry, comprising: 

a memory ha^ng at least one region for storing computer executable program 
code; and 

a processor for ex)^cuting the program code stored in the memory; wherein the 
program code includes: 

code to receivAa first purchase requestyfrom a first giver with an 
associated first purchase amounV and 

code to receive a second ^^y/chase request from a second giver with an 
associated second purchase amount;Vnd 

code to aggregating at least the ^irst purchase amount and the second purchase 
amount to satisfy the first purchase reque^ or the second purchase request. 

67. A method comprising: 

receiving a gift idea with an associated gift amount from a gift recipient; and 
receiving a commitment to a purchase request in a first amount from a first giver 
as partial satisfaction of the gift amount, the first amoVit less than the gift amount. 

68. A method according to claim 67, ftirther comprising receiving a 
commitment to the purchase request in a second amount froi\a second giver as partial 
satisfaction of the gift amount. 
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6^. A method according to claim 68, further comprising combining the first 
amount and^he second amount to at least partially satisfy the purchase request. 

70. A method according to claim 67, further comprising informing the first 
giver that an additional commitment will satisfy the purchase request. 



71 . A method according to claim 67, further comprising informing the gift 
recipient that an additional commitment will satisfy the purchase request. 



72. A method alccording to claim 67, further comprising combining the first 
amount and an additional anrount to satisfy the purchase request, the additional amount at 
least partially provided by otheVv than the first giver. 

73. A method according to c^jct'^^, further comprising storing the gift idea 
or the commitment in a remotely acce^ssible database. 

74. A method according to claim 67, wherein receiving the gift idea or 
receiving the commitment uses a remote acoess system. 

75. A method according to claim 67)\further comprising satisfying the 
purchase request with a purchase. 

76. A method according to claim 67, furthe\comprising refiinding an excess 
from the first amount to the giver. 

77. A method according to claim 67, further comp)\sing providing an excess 
from the first amount to the recipient. 
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A method according to claim 67, further comprising providing an excess 
from the first amount as a partial satisfaction of another purchase request. 

79. V method according to claim 67, further comprising satisfying the 
purchase request with a gift substitution option. 



80. A method according to claim 67, further comprising including a coupon 
when satisfying the purchase request with a gift substitution option. 



81. A method according to claim 67, further comprising satisfying the 
purchase request with purchas^ amounts from multiple givers. 

82. A method according to\s/aim 67, further comprising providing identities 
of established relationship vendors ^ the giver, whereby the identities assist with the 
purchase request. 

83. A method according to claim 67, wherein receiving the gift idea from the 
recipient is performed by a system that is sefected from the group that includes: on-line 
systems; telecommunication systems; in-store systems; in-locale systems; and kiosk 
systems. 

84. A method according to claim 67, furtner comprising providing identities 
of established relationship vendors to the recipient, whereby the identities assist the 
recipient with the gift idea. 

85. A method according to claim 67, further comp^^sing applying the first 
amount as a partial satisfaction of the purchase request. 
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86. method according to claim 67, further comprising adding purchase 
amounts from otiaer givers to the purchase request. 

87. A me\hod according to claim 67, further comprising accessing an 
electronic commerce syfetem to receive the first amount. 

88. A method ao^ording to claim 67, further comprising receiving the first 
amount. 

89. A method according to claim 67, further comprising notifying a recipient 
of the purchase request. 

90. A method according to ^laim 67, further comprising notifying a recipient 
of a result of determining whether to satisfy tWpurchase request with a purchase or a gift 
substitution option. 

91 . A method according to claim 9W, wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the purchase request further comprises compariirg the first amount to a price 
corresponding to the purchase request. 

92. A method according to claim 90, wheredn determining whether to satisfy 
the purchase request further comprises determining whether established vendors can 
satisfy the purchase request. 

93. A method according to claim 90, wherein deteirnining whether to satisfy 
the purchase request further comprises determining whether ad-hof vendors can satisfy 
the purchase request. 
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94. \ A method according to claim 90, wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the purchase reqiiest further comprises making the purchase request or first amount 
available to vendors. 

95. A method according to claim 90, wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the purchase request norther comprises providing the purchase request or first amount to 
vendors. 

96. A method a\^cording to claim 67, further comprising providing a coupon to 
the recipient. 

97. A method accoraingytb claii^ 67, further comprising providing the giver a 
token corresponding to the purchase^quest. 

98. A method according\o claim 67, wherein receiving the commitment to the 
purchase request is performed by a system that is selected from the group that includes: 
on-line systems; telecommunication sys\ems; in-store systems; in-locale systems; and 
kiosk systems. 

99. A gift registry system comprising: 

a circuit to receive a gift idea with an as\ociated gift amount from a gift recipient; 

and 

a circuit to receive a commitment to a purcha^ request in a first amount from a 
first giver as partial satisfaction of the gift amount, the ftfst amount less than the gift 
amount. 
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1 00. Computer executable software code stored on a computer readable 
medium, ti^e code for managing a gift registry, the code comprising: 

code 19 receive a gift idea with an associated gift amount from a gift recipient; 

and 

code to recede a commitment to a purchase request in a first amount from a first 
giver as partial satisfaction of the gift amount, the first amount less than the gift amount. 

101 . A computervreadable medium having computer executable software code 
stored thereon, the code for managing a gift registry, the code comprising: 

code to receive a gift idei^ with an associated gift amount from a gift recipient; 

and 

code to receive a commitmentNto a purchase request in a first amount from a first 
giver as partial satisfaction of the gift an^unt^hj<fi^^ less than the gift amount. 

102. A programmed computer for managing a gift registry, comprising: 

a memory having at least one region for 3^oring computer executable program 
code; and 

a processor for executing the program code stoJ^d in the memory; wherein the 
program code includes: 

code to receive a gift idea with an associated ^ft amount from a gift 

recipient; and 

code to receive a commitment to a purchase request\n a first amount from 
a first giver as partial satisfaction of the gift amount, the first amount l^ss than the gift 
amount. 
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1 03\ A method comprising: 
receiviW a purchase request from a giver; and 

determining whether to satisfy the purchase request with a purchase or a gift 
substitution option. 

104. A methocl according to claim 103, further comprising satisfying the 
purchase request with the purchase. 

105. A method accoming to claim 103, further comprising refunding an excess 
from a purchase amount to the gVer. 

1 06. A method according \o claini_ 1 03, further comprising providing an excess 
from a purchase amount to a recipientX 

107. A method according to claVn 103, further comprising providing an excess 
from a purchase amount as a partial satisfacnon of another purchase request. 

108. A method according to claim 103l further comprising satisfying the 
purchase request with the gift substitution option. 

109. A method according to claim 103, further comprising including a coupon 
when satisfying the purchase request with the gift substiWion option. 

110. A method according to claim 103, further comprising satisfying the 
purchase request with purchase amounts from multiple giversN 




67 



497053 1 



PATENT 
DiSTet No: 3783-4001 

1 1 1\ A method according to claim 103, further comprising providing identities 
of establishedVlationship vendors to the giver, whereby the identities assist with the 
purchase request. 

112. A methbd according to claim 103, further comprising collecting a gift 
amount from a recipient,Vhereby the gift amount assists the giver with the purchase 
request or a purchase amouXt. 

113. A method accorciing to claim 103, further comprising collecting a gift idea 
from a recipient, whereby the gift\dea assists the giver with the purchase request or a 
purchase amount. 




114. A method according to claim 1 13y wherein collecting the gift idea from a 
recipient is performed by a system that is\elected from the group that includes: on-line 
systems; telecommunication systems; in-stor^ systems; in-locale systems; and kiosk 
systems. 

115. A method according to claim 1 03, mrther comprising providing identities 
of established relationship vendors to a recipient, wHi^reby the identities assist the 
recipient with a gift idea. 

116. A method according to claim 103, further comprising applying a purchase 
amount as a partial satisfaction of the purchase request. 

117. A method according to claim 1 03, further comprising adding purchase 
amounts from other givers to the purchase request. 
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18. A method according to claim 1 03, further comprising accessing an 
electronicVommerce system to receive a purchase amount. 

119. method according to claim 1 03, further comprising receiving a purchase 
amount. 

120. A memod according to claim 103, further comprising notifying a recipient 
of the purchase request 

121. A method according to claim 1 03, further comprising notifying a recipient 
of a result of determining vs^ether to satisfy the purchase request with the purchase or the 
gift substitution option. 




122. A method accordif^ to claim 103, further comprising providing a coupon 
to a recipient. 

123. A method according to craim 103, further comprising providing the giver a 
token corresponding to the purchase reques 

124. A method according to claim lOS, wherein receiving a purchase request is 
performed by a system that is selected from the grVup that includes: on-line systems; 
telecommunication systems; in-store systems; in-loc^e systems; and kiosk systems. 

125. A method according to claim 103, whereirk determining whether to satisfy 
the purchase request further comprises comparing a purchas\amount to a price 
corresponding to the purchase request. 
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r26. A method according to claim 103, wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the purchases request further comprises determining whether established vendors can 
satisfy the purchase request. 

127. A n^thod according to claim 103, wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the purchase request ^rther comprises determining whether ad-hoc vendors can satisfy 
the purchase request. 

128. A method ^cording to claim 103, wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the purchase request further Comprises making the purchase request or a purchase amount 
available to vendors. 

129. A method according to claim 103, wherein determining whether to satisfy 
the purchase request further compria^ps prcpvy^in^he purchase request or a purchase 
amount to vendors. 

130. A method according to cla^m 103, wherein the gift substitution option 
includes a cash option, 

131. A gift registry system comprising: 
a circuit to receive a purchase request from a giver; and 

a circuit to determine whether to satisfy the {purchase request with a purchase or a 
gift substitution option. 

132. Computer executable software code storedNon a computer readable 

medium, the code for managing a gift registry, the code conrprising: 

code to receive a purchase request from a giver; and 
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\code to determine whether to satisfy the purchase request with a purchase or a gift 
substitution option. 

133. \ computer-readable medium having computer executable software code 
stored thereon, the^ode for managing a gift registry, the code comprising: 

code to receive, a purchase request from a giver; and 

code to determincswhether to satisfy the purchase request with a purchase or a gift 
substitution option. 

1 34. A programmed computer for managing a gift registry, comprising: 
a memory having at least o^e region for storing computer executable program 

code; and 

a processor for executing the pr^ran^o^^^stoj^^ the memory; wherein the 
program code includes: ^ 

code to receive a purchase reqil^st from a giver; and 
code to determine whether to satisfy the purchase request with a purchase 
or a gift substitution option. 

135. A method comprising : 

receiving a gift purchase request with an associated\purchase amount; and 
providing the gift purchase request to a vendor using aremote access system, the 
gift purchase request including a firm offer with an associated offer amount. 

136. A method according to claim 135, wherein the offer ai^ount is equal to or 
less than the gift purchase amount. 
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57. A method according to claim 135, further comprising identifying the 
vendor based on responses to previous gift purchase requests. 

138. Xmethod according to claim 135, further comprising storing the vendor 
response to the gift purchase request in a remotely accessible data base. 

139. A methoa\according to claim 135, wherein receiving the gift purchase 
request or providing the ginu^urchase request to a vendor uses a remote access system. 

140. A method according to claim 135, further comprising satisfying the 
purchase request with a purchase^^ 

141 . A method according to claim 135, further comprising satisfying the 
purchase request with purchase amounre from multiple givers. 




142. A method according to claim 135y4urther comprising providing identities 
of the vendors to a giver, whereby the identities assist with the purchase request. 

143. A method according to claim 135\ wherein receiving the gift purchase 
request is performed by a system that is selected frWi the group that includes: on-line 
systems; telecommunication systems; in-store systern^; in-locale systems; and kiosk 
systems. 

144. A method according to claim 135, ftirther cc)qiprising providing vendor 
coupons to a recipient. 

145. A method according to claim 1 35, wherein providing the gift purchase 

request is performed by a system that is selected from the group that im;ludes: on-line 

72 

497053 1 



PATENT 
Dimet No: 3783-4001 



systems; telecommunication systems; in-store systems; in-locale systems; and kiosk 
systems. 

J6. A method according to claim 135, wherein the gift purchase request 
includes a mm offer for purchase, the method further comprising receiving an acceptance 
of the firm offet from a vendor. 

147. A nrethod according to claim 135, wherein the gift purchase request 
includes a firm offer ibr purchase, the method further comprising receiving a counter 
offer to the firm offer {rom a vendor. 

148. A method acoprding to claim 135, wherein the gift purchase request 
includes a firm offer for purch)\^e, the method further comprising receiving a rejection of 
the firm offer from a vendor. 




149. A method according tWlaim 1^5^^wh^ the gift purchase request 
includes a firm offer for purchase, the method further comprising receiving a modified 
acceptance of the firm offer from a vendor 

1 50. A method according to claim r85, wherein the gift purchase request 
includes a solicitation for an offer, the method fm;Jher comprising receiving an offer from 
a vendor. 

151. A gift registry system comprising: 

a circuit to receive a gift purchase request with an a^ociated purchase amount; 

and 
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\a circuit to provide the gift purchase request to a vendor using a remote access 
system, tne gift purchase request including a firm offer with an associated offer amount. 

152. \ Computer executable software code stored on a computer readable 
medium, the code for managing a gift registry, the code comprising: 

code to reVeive a gift purchase request with an associated purchase amount; and 
code to prowde the gift purchase request to a vendor using a remote access 
system, the gift purchase request including a firm offer with an associated offer amount. 

1 53. A computW-readable medium having computer executable software code 
stored thereon, the code fonmanaging a gift registry, the code comprising: 

code to receive a gift purchase request with an associated purchase amount; and 
code to provide the gift pVchase request to a vendor using a remote access 
system, the gift purchase request inCsJuding a fjQj/offer with an associated offer amount. 

1 54. A programmed computeXfor managing a gift registry, comprising: 

a memory having at least one regio^ for storing computer executable program 
code; and 

a processor for executing the program c6^e stored in the memory; wherein the 
program code includes: 

code to receive a gift purchase request\i^ith an associated purchase 

amount; and 

code to provide the gift purchase request to ^endor using a remote access 
system, the gift purchase request including a firm offer with an\ssociated offer amount. 
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f 55 . A method comprising: 

receiving a gift purchase request with an associated purchase amount; and 
making the gift purchase request available to a vendor using a remote access 
system, the gift purchase request including a firm offer with an associated offer amount. 

156. A method according to claim 155, wherein the offer amount is equal to or 
less than the gift purchSise amount. 

157. A method according to claim 155, further comprising identifying the 
vendor based on responses to previous gift purchase requests. 



158. A method according to claim 155, further comprising storing the vendor 
response to the gift purchase requtest in a/remotely accessible data base. 



1 59. A method according tb cl 




m receiving the gift purchase 



request or providing the gift purchase request to a vendor uses a remote access system. 



160. A method according to clain^ 155, further comprising satisfying the 
purchase request with a purchase. 

161 . A method according to claim 155,Vurther comprising satisfying the 
purchase request with purchase amounts from multime givers. 

162. A method according to claim 155, furtheV comprising providing identities 
of the vendors to a giver, whereby the identities assist witmthe purchase request. 

163. A method according to claim 1 55, wherein receVing the gift purchase 

request is performed by a system that is selected from the group t\at includes: on-line 
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"systems; telecommunication systems; in-store systems; in-locale systems; and kiosk 

\ 

systems. 

\l 64. A method according to claim 1 55, further comprising providing vendor 
coupons t(9 a recipient. 

165. \ A method according to claim 155, wherein providing the gift purchase 
request is perfcmned by a system that is selected from the group that includes: on-line 
systems; telecommunication systems; in-store systems; in-locale systems; and kiosk 
systems. \ 

166. A method according to claim 155, wherein the gift purchase request 
includes a firm offer for purchase, the method further comprising receiving an acceptance 

\ r 

of the firm offer from a vendor. / 



167. A method accordirm to chim 155, wherein the gift purchase request 
includes a firm offer for purchase, the method further comprising receiving a counter 
offer to the firm offer from a vendor. \ 

168. A method according to claim 155, wherein the gift purchase request 
includes a firm offer for purchase, the methodVurther comprising receiving a rejection of 
the firm offer from a vendor. \ 

1 69. A method according to claim 1 55, wherein the gift purchase request 
includes a firm offer for purchase, the method further comprising receiving a modified 
acceptance of the firm offer from a vendor. \ 
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1 70. A method according to claim 155, wherein the gift purchase request 
includes a solicitation for an offer, the method further comprising receiving an offer from 
a vendor. 



171. A gift registry system comprising: 
a circuit to receivV a gift purchase request with an associated purchase amount; 



and 



a circuit to make the gift purchase request available to a vendor using a remote 
access system, the gift purchaseyequest including a firm offer with an associated offer 
amount. 

1 72. Computer executable ^ftware code stored on a computer readable 
medium, the code for managing a gift r^ist^;^e code comprising: 

code to receive a gift purchase request with an associated purchase amount; and 
code to make the gift purchase request available to a vendor using a remote access 
system, the gift purchase request including a firm offer with an associated offer amount. 

1 73. A computer-readable medium having computer executable software code 
stored thereon, the code for managing a gift registry, the code comprising: 

code to receive a gift purchase request with an associated purchase amount; and 
code to make the gift purchase request available to\ vendor using a remote access 
system, the gift purchase request including a firm offer with an associated offer amount. 

1 74. A programmed computer for managing a gift registry, comprising: 
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memory having at least one region for storing computer executable program 
code; and 

a proc^sor for executing the program code stored in the memory; wherein the 
program code includes: 

code\p receive a gift purchase request with an associated purchase 

amount; and 

code to m^e the gift purchase request available to a vendor using a 
remote access system, the gi^ purchase request including a firm offer with an associated 
offer amount. 



1 75. A method comprismg: 
receiving a gift idea from a gMt rejcipieiS^^ 

receiving a gift amount which is^detmnined by the recipient and is associated 
with the gift idea. 

176. A method according to claim iQ5, further comprising receiving 
information related to the gift recipient and a gir^event, the information suitable for 
marketing purposes or gift delivery purposes. 

177. A method according to claim 175, further comprising receiving a gift 
substitution option election from the recipient. 

178. A method according to claim 175, ftirther comprising receiving more than 
one gift idea, the ideas available from different vendors. 
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1 A method according to claim 1 75, further comprising providing identities 
of estabHsh^ relationship vendors to the recipient, whereby the identities assist with the 
gift idea or theVift amount. 

1 80. A niethod according to claim 1 75, further comprising notifying the 
recipient of a purchasV request. 

181. A methomaccording to claim 1 75, further comprising notifying the 
recipient of a result of dete\pining whether to provide the gift idea or a gift substitution 
option. 

1 82. A method accord\|ig to claim^75, further comprising providing a coupon 
to the recipient. 

1 83. A method according to \laim 1 75, further comprising providing the gift 
idea to the recipient. 

1 84. A method according to claim \j5, further comprising providing a gift 
substitution option to the recipient. 

185. A method according to claim 1 75, fisher comprising notifying the 
recipient of shipping the gift idea. 

1 86. A method according to claim 1 75, further Comprising notifying the 
recipient that a giver has made a partial contribution to the gift idea and that a 
contribution by the recipient will allow purchase of the gift ide^ 

1 87. A method according to claim 1 75, wherein the gift i^ea is a product. 
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1 8*8. A method according to claim 1 75, wherein the gift idea is a service. 

1 89. \ A method according to claim 1 75, wherein the gift amount is less than a 
retail cost of theVift idea. 

1 90. A metfiod according to claim 1 75, wherein receiving the gift idea is 
performed by a systenlthat is selected from the group that includes: on-line systems; 
telecommunication systems; in-store systems; in-locale systems; and kiosk systems. 

191. A gift registW system comprising: 
a circuit to receive a gi^ idea from a^ift recipient; and 
a circuit to receive a gifiXamount xVhich is determined by the recipient and is 

associated with the gift idea. 

1 92. Computer executable software code stored on a computer readable 
medium, the code for managing a gift registry, the code comprising: 

code to receive a gift idea from a g\ft recipient; and 
code to receive a gift amount which i\determined by the recipient and is 
associated with the gift idea. 

193. A computer-readable medium having computer executable software code 
stored thereon, the code for managing a gift registry, the code comprising: 

code to receive a gift idea from a gift recipient; and 
code to receive a gift amount which is determined by the recipient and is 
associated with the gift idea. 



194. A programmed computer for managing a gift registt^, comprising: 
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a memory having at least one region for storing computer executable program 
code; and 

a processof\for executing^e program code stored in the memory; wherein the 
program code includesS 

code to receive a gift idea from a gift recipient; and 
code to receive av^ift amount which is determined by the recipient and is 
associated with the gift idea. 
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